Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; R factor = 0.058; wR factor = 0.139; data-to-parameter ratio = 20.3.
Related literature
The title compound was first prepared in 1980, see : Bestmann et al. (1980) . For an alternative synthesis using a Corey-Fuchs reaction, see: Beny et al. (1982) . For a structural comparison with 2,2-dibromovinyl [2, 2] 
Comment
The title compound (Scheme 1, Fig. 1 ), which is easily accessible from thiophene-2-carbaldehyde via the Corey-Fuchs reaction, has over the last 30 years become a versatile starting material for a variety of organic transformations and a precursor in material science. This interest is due to the conjugation between the electrochemically active thienyl heterocycle with the reactive halogenated olefin moiety. Originally it was used for the preparation of terthiophenes (Beny et al., 1982) . Recent applications include Pd-catalyzed cross-coupling reactions (Herz et al., 1999; Rao et al., 2010) ( Mukherjee et al., 1984) . In the latter compound, the angle between the normals of the two planar parts of the molecule, the thiophene cycle and the dicyanovinyl moiety, amounts to 3.6 (5)°. In the title compound, the corresponding angle lies in the same range [3.5 (2)°]. A somewhat larger angle of 10.4° has been determined for (2,2-dibromovinyl)ferrocene (Mukherjee et al., 1984) .
Bond lenths and angles of the thienyl moiety may be considered as normal and deserve no further comment. The unit cell consists of 4 molecules which are held together by weak interactions only (Fig. 2) . These consist of the short Br1-Br2 distance [3.6501 (9) Å, Br1_5-Br2_2] as well as the short distances between Br2 and the carbon atoms of the thiophene ring Experimental Triphenylphosphine (4.20 g, 16.0 mmol), CBr 4 (5.31 g, 16.0 mmol) and zinc dust (1.05 g, 16.0 mmol) were placed in a Schlenk tube and 40 ml of CH 2 Cl 2 were slowly added. The mixture was stirred at room temperature for 28 h. Then, 2-thiophenecarboxaldehyde (0.89 g, 8.00 mmol) in CH 2 Cl 2 (10 ml) was added and stirring was continued for further 2 h.
The reaction mixture was extracted with three 50 ml portions of pentane. CH 2 Cl 2 was added when the reaction mixture became too viscous for further extractions. The extracts were filtered and evaporated under reduced pressure. The crude supplementary materials sup-2 product was purified by column chromatography on silica gel with CH 2 Cl 2 /petroleum ether (1:4). Slow evaporation afforded white crystals of 2-(2,2-dibromoethenyl)thiophene (yield: 90%). Characterization data have been previously described in the literature. (Beny et al., 1982) Refinement H atoms were refined using a riding model in their ideal geometric positions using the riding model approximation with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for all H atoms. Figures   Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of the title compound with thermal ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. Geometric parameters (Å, °) 
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